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that they are doing anything wrong and it is highly probable that
many of them even consider that terrorism is a part of humane
treatment in given circumstances, even as many of us in our im-
patience do things in ordinary relations which we cannot justify
except under the plausible plea of necessity.
Since writing the foregoing I have received the further news
that the Brothers have refused to be voluntarily searched, that
search was forcibly made, that they were c'punished in cells35
(meaning, I presume, solitary confinement) and that the men in
charge were behaving in an ungentlemanly manner. I should be
extremely sorry to find all this to be true. There was reason to
believe that the Government attitude towards known public men
in the prisons would be perfectly gentlemanly and that they would
not be subjected to any indignities. If the reported ill treatment of
the Ali Brothers proves to be true, the Government will have
themselves to thank if the agitation against them reaches white heat.
It is evident that God wants non-co-operators to be tried
through and through. I know that the Brothers are brave enough
to stand the fiery ordeal and come out scatheless. All the Karachi
prisoners are picked men, well able to take care of themselves.
The public will nevertheless feel keenly the indignities that are be-
ing heaped upon the Brothers, Dr. Kichlew, Pir Gulam Majid and
their companions. Notwithstanding all this senseless irritation and
provocation we must be self-restrained. Our final salvation lies
in the strictest adherence to our pledge. If we feel keenly let us
be still more non-violent, not less so; let us further concentrate on
civil disobedience, let us lose no time in fulfilling the conditions
necessary for civil disobedience. Let Hindus, Mussulmans and
other races come still closer, let us rid ourselves of the remnants of
foreign cloth still in our possession, let us bestir ourselves to manu-
facture more hand-spun khadi* Our progress depends upon calmly
fulfilling the programme mapped out by ourselves and not wasting
a single minute in idle fretting and fuming. Let us not worry
about the ill treatment of those who are in jail. The Government
have made no terms with us as to treatment. We have uncondi-
tionally surrendered our bodies to them even to be hacked to pieces
without a quiver if God will give us the strength. We must not
lose temper on any account.
FALSE CHARGES
In their feverish anxiety to support the policy of repression, the
officials in charge of the defence of that policy have not hesitated
to make use of statements that cannot be supported* Maulana